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STAFF 

At  31st  December,  i960 


Jointly  with  Roxburgh  County  Council  and  Small  Burgh 

Authorities 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — A.  F.  McCoubrey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Assistant  Medical  Officers — A.  McCutchion,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Joan  Campsie,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.,  D.P.H. 

Jointly  with  Roxburgh  County  Council 

County  Sanitary  Inspector — A.  I.  Fraser. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors — A.  McKinnon. 

J.  G.  Watson. 

R.  Morris. 

W.  N.  Sharp. 

Senior  Dental  Officer — Mrs  C.  E.  Grieve,  L.D.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers — Dr  H.  N.  Maclachlan,  L.D.S. 

Dr  J.  J.  Mann,  L.D.S. 

County  Nursing  Superintendent — Miss  D.  G.  Duncan. 

Milk  Officer — Miss  D.  Robertson. 

Small  Burgh  Authorities 

Galashiels — R.  G.  Bruce,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Selkirk — T.  Beattie,  F.I.A.A.,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

Clerical 

Clerical  Staff  of  Health  Department  of  Roxburgh  County  Council. 

Change  in  Staff 

Dr  A.  McCutchion,  Assistant  M.O.H.,  appointed  1st  February,  i960. 
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To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
Convener  and  County  Councillors  of  the  County 
of  Selkirk 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Welfare  of  the  County  of  Selkirk  for  the  year  i960. 

I am  grateful  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  throughout  the  year  and  I 
gladly  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  my  fellow  officials  and  the  general 
practitioners  in  the  County  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  those 
spheres  where  our  interests  meet. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  F.  McCOUBREY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  i960) 


Landward 

3,061 

Burghs — 

Galashiels 

12,169 

Selkirk 

5,681 

17,850 

20,911 

Births. — The  births  corrected 

for  transfers 

were: — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

Landward 

44 

19 

25 

2 

Burghs — 

Galashiels 

195 

hi 

84 

2 

Selkirk 

89 

45 

44 

4 

328 

175 

153 

8 

The  birth  rate  of  157  is  0-5  higher  than  the  figure  recorded  in  1959. 
The  rate  for  Scotland  was  19-4  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  2 4 per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  Still  Births  was  8 giving  a rate  of  24  per  1,000  total 
births  (including  still-births),  the  rate  for  Scotland  as  a whole  being  22. 

Marriages. — One  hundred  and  fifty-two  marriages  were  registered 
during  the  year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  73  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  corrected  for  transfers  was  303,  of 
which  135  were  of  men  and  168  of  women.  The  death  rate  adjusted 
for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  1 1 - 5 per  1,000  of  the  population.  The 
rate  for  Scotland  was  1 j -9. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown  in  the  tables 
on  pages  6 and  7. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  less 
than  one  year  was  4 of  whom  2 were  aged  less  than  four  weeks.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was  12  per  1,000  five  births,  the  rate  for  Scotland 
being  26. 
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The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  infantile  deaths  are  shown 
in  the  following  table: — 


Cause  of  Death 

No. 

of 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Births 

Age  G 

rroups 

under  4 
weeks 

4 weeks 
-1  year 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  ... 

1 

1 

305 

1 

Congenital  malformations . . . 

I 

— 

1 

305 

— 

1 

Birth  injuries,  post  natal  as- 
phyxia and  atelectasis  . . . 

I 

1 

3-05 

1 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to 
early  infancy  and  im- 
maturity unqualified 

1 

1 

— 

3-05 

1 

— 

Totals 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  Births 

12 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  1947 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service. 

No  ante-natal  or  post-natal  clinics  are  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Clinics  are  in  operation  at  Sime  Place,  Galashiels  (twice  weekly),  at 
Thomfield,  Selkirk  (weekly),  and  at  Heatherlie  Church  Hall,  Selkirk 
(fortnightly).  Attendances  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


No.  of 

No.  of  children  attend- 

Total  No.  of  attend- 

clinics 

ing  the  clinics  during 

ances  made  during 

provided 

year  and  who  on  the 

year  by  children  who 

at  end 

date  of  their  first  at- 

at  the  time  of  attend- 

of  year 

tendance  w 

ere: 

ance  were: 

Under  1 

Over  1 

Under  1 

Over  1 

year  of 

year  of 

year  of 

year  of 

age 

age 

age 

age 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Local  Health 

Authority  Clinics. 

3 

209 

64 

2347 

297 

Clinics  provided 

by  Voluntary 

Organisations  
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(3)  Dental  Care. 


(I) 

No.  inspect- 
ed by  Dental 
Officers  dur- 
ing the  year 

(2) 

No.  found 
to  require 
treatment 
during  the 
year 
(3) 

No.  accept- 
ing treat- 
ment during 
the  year 

(4) 

No.  actually 
treated  by 
Dental  Offi- 
cers during 
the  year 
(5) 

Expectant  Mothers 



Nursing  Mothers  



Pre-school  Children 

2 

2 

2 1 

2 

(4)  Mother  and  Baby  Homes — Nil. 

(5)  Day  Nurseries — Nil. 


Nurseries  provided  by  Firms  of  Manufacturers. 

Nil. 

(6)  Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes  provided  as  part  of 
Authority’s  arrangements  under  Section  22  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 — Nil. 

(7)  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948.— Nil. 


2.  Midwifery. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
Section  23  of  the  Act. 

(i)  Total  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year — that  is 
before  correction  for  mother’s  residence: — 

Live  Births,  379  Still  Births,  7 Total,  386 

(ii)  Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 
private  maternity  homes),  373. 

(iii)  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home — Live,  12;  Still,  1;  Total 
13.  It  will  be  noted  that  97  per  cent,  of  all  births  in  the  area 
during  the  year  took  place  in  Institutions. 
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(iv)  No.  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at 
birth : — 


(I) 

3ases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health 
Service  (Scotland) 
Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary 
cases 

Total 

(8) 

Doctor  engaged 
1o  and  present 
“'at  confinement 

Doctor  engaged 
C?and  not  present 
'“'at  confinement 

Midwife  alone 
4?  (no  doctor 
engaged) 

Doctor  and 
O'  midwife 
w engaged 

Midwife  alone 
o\  (no  doctor 
w engaged) 

^Without  doctor 
w or  midwife 

(a)  Midwives  employ- 
ed by  the  Authority 
(including  those  en- 
gaged on  a fee-per- 
case  basis) 

13 

13 

(b)  Midwives  em- 
ployed by  Voluntary 
Organisations  under 
arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority  

(c)  Midwives  employ- 
ed by  Hospital 
Boards  of  Manage- 
ment under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the 
Authority  with  the 
Regional  Hospital 
Board  

(d)  Private  practising 
midwives  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Totals 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

(v)  Medical  Aid. 

(a)  No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 

1951,  by  a Midwife: — 

Total 


(i)  for  Domiciliary  Cases  — 1 

(ii)  for  Institutional  Cases  J 

10 


(vi)  Administration  of  Analgesics 

(a)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified 
to  administer  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scot- 
land (including  superintendents,  non-medical  super- 
visors of  midwives,  midwife  teachers,  midwives  em- 
ployed by  the  local  health  authority  and  by  volun- 
tary organisations,  private  practising  midwives,  and 
hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  local  health 
authority  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  but  ex-  [ 
eluding  pupil  midwives  undergoing  training  in  the 
district)  i 


Total 


8 


(i)  No.  in  (a)  employed  on  local  health  authority  work  8 

(ii)  No.  in  (a)  not  employed  on  local  health  authority 

work  


(b)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training 
during  the  year  


(c)  No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of 
analgesia  in  use  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  i960 

(i)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  employed 
on  local  health  authority  work  (including  those  in 
use  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary 
cases) 

(ii)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  not  em- 
ployed on  local  health  authority  work 

(d)  No.  of  cases  in  which  analgesia  was  administered  by 
midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (in- 
cluding cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  under- 
taking domiciliary  cases): — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 

(e)  No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including 
cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domi- 
ciliary cases): — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 


(vii)  No.  of  Cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  i960 
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3.  Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visiting  is  undertaken  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  who 
carry  out  combined  duties  in  their  respective  areas.  The  following 
figures  relate  to  health  visiting  during  the  year  (see  table  on  page  13). 


4.  Home  Nursing 

This  service  has  been  efficiently  maintained  during  the  year  by  the 


District  Nursing  Sisters. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  621 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  — 13,808 


5.  Domestic  Help 

The  Scheme  continues  to  work  satisfactorily  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  County  Welfare  Officer.  The  following  is  the  statistical  report 


on  the  working  of  the  Scheme  during  the  year: — 

(i)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  60 

(a)  whole-time — 

(b)  part-time  60 

(c)  retaining  fee  basis  — 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  year  75 


(iii)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  confinement: — 


(a)  at  home  — 

(b)  in  hospital 3 

(iv)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  chronic  sick  in- 
cluding aged  and  infirm  60 


6.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Local  Health  Authority  Nursing 

Services 

Combined  duties  in  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting 
Services: — (see  table  on  page  14). 
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Directly 
employed  by 
Local 
Health 
Authority 

Employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations 
including 
District 

Nursing  Assocs. 

No. 

holding 

Health 

Visitor 

Certificate 

Whole- 

time 

Part- 

time 

Whole- 

time 

Part- 

time 

Nurses  and  Midwives  on 
combined  duties  in  the 
Midwifery,  Home  Nur- 
sing and  Health  Visiting 
Services  employed  in 
the  following  categories: 

Superintendent  (or  Chief) 
Nursing  Officers 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Nurses  and  Midwives 
employed  on: 

Midwifery,  Health  Visit- 
ing and  Home  Nursing 
duties  

9 

. 



3 

Total  

10 

— 

— 

— 

4 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  table  on  page  15  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  completed 
during  the  year.  During  the  year  260  pre-school  children  were  im- 
munised against  Diphtheria  and  19 1 maintenance  doses  were  given. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Tuberculosis 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there  were  at  the 
end  of  the  year  230  persons  resident  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis. 

Co-operation  with  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  during  the  year 
has  been  maintained  with  regard  to  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  domiciliary  nursing  visits  by  the 
District  Nursing  Sisters  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 

A grant  of  1 pint  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients  residing  at 
home  who  were  certified  by  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  as  requiring 
it.  At  the  end  of  the  year  4 persons  were  receiving  free  milk. 

The  Housing  Authorities  in  the  area  continue  to  give  sympathetic 
consideration  to  applications  made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  those  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Thirty-six  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 
were  received  during  the  year,  of  which  thirteen  cases  were  removed 


to  hospital,  as  follows: — 

Notified 

Removed 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

5 

3 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

3 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable) 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

4 

Para-Typhoid  B 

5 

3 

Whooping  Cough  

7 

36 

13 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT— PRE-SCHOOL 

CHILDREN 

Specialist  Clinics 

90  children  were  examined  by  the  visiting  Consultant  Surgeon — 

Thornfield  Clinic,  Selkirk  

32 

Sime  Place  Clinic,  Galashiels 

58 

Hospital  Treatment 

(a)  Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  Fairmilehead,  Edinburgh: — 

In  hospital  1st  January,  i960 

— 

Number  of  admissions  

1 

Number  of  discharges  

1 

In  hospital  31st  December,  i960 

— 

The  number  of  patient  days  was  75. 

Classification  of  Hospital  Case 

Plaster  correction  of  right  metatarsus 

varus 

1 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Mental  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1960,  will  be  operating  during 
the  next  year  and  as  there  is  a greater  emphasis  on  community  care  in 
the  mental  health  field,  there  will  probably  be  greater  scope  for  the 
Local  Association.  The  Local  Association  for  Mental  Health  con- 
tinues to  function  in  the  County.  The  Hon.  Secretary  is  Mr  R.  Scott, 
Manager,  Ministry  of  Labour,  Galashiels.  Teams  of  social  visitors 
have  been  organised  for  Dingleton  Hospital. 

Dr  Bailey  continues  to  visit  the  County  regularly  to  hold  clinics. 
Residential  accommodation  is  still  inadequate.  There  are  still  children 
resident  in  their  own  homes  who  should  be  receiving  residential 
treatment. 
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The  following  patients  were  on  the  Council’s  Register  as  at  31st 
December,  i960: 


Males 

Females 

Boarded  out  with  private  guardians 
Boarded  out  in  Local  Authority  Homes  (Part  III 
accommodation  in  terms  of  Assistance  Act, 

5 

3 

1948) 

1 

2 

In  Certified  Institutions 

12 

12 

Of  the  above  numbers,  ten  were  resident  within  the  County  and 
twenty-five  outwith  the  County. 

All  defectives  under  guardianship  are  well  cared  for  and  properly 
supervised.  In  the  majority  of  cases  they  are  resident  with  relatives 
and  are  visited  regularly  by  their  own  medical  attendant  and  Authorised 
Officers.  Allowances  to  guardians  average  40/-  per  week  in  cash  and  in 
addition,  all  necessary  clothing  and  bedding  is  provided.  Close  co- 
operation obtains  between  the  Medical  Officers,  the  Education  Depart- 
ment and  the  Welfare  Officer  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  Mental  Health 
Service.  The  Social  and  Work  Centre  which  is  held  at  Eildon  View 
twice  weekly  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily  and  is  proving  bene- 
ficial to  those  who  attend.  Average  daily  attendances  12,  including 
several  physically  disabled. 

St  Mary’s  Certified  Institution,  Galashiels 

This  Home  which  is  mainly  for  high  grade  adolescents  and  adult  girls 
is  privately  owned  and  operated  by  the  R.  C.  Authorities.  There  are 
over  eighty  residents  in  the  Home  and  they  are  given  the  best  attention 
by  a fully  trained  and  dedicated  staff.  Dr  W.  K.  Chalmers  acts  as 
Medical  Officer  and  visits  the  Home  regularly.  A few  of  the  residents 
are  employed  at  Peel  Hospital. 


CHILDREN  ACTS 

Children’s  Homes 

The  Priory,  Selkirk — Jointly  owned  and  administered  by  Berwick- 
shire and  Selkirk  County  Councils.  At  31st  December,  i960,  there 
were  twenty-six  children  in  the  Home.  The  health  of  the  children 
continues  to  be  very  good.  Dr  Duff  is  the  Medical  Officer  and  takes 
a keen  interest  in  the  Home.  The  Home  is  well  equipped  with  all 
essentials  and  the  children  are  happy,  contented  and  well  cared  for. 
There  is  a suitably  qualified  staff. 

Woodlands,  Galashiels — This  Children’s  Home  is  owned  and  ad- 
ministered by  the  Church  of  Scotland  Social  Services  Committee. 
There  is  a local  committee  of  management.  Accommodation  is  pro- 
vided for  children  of  all  ages  from  infancy  to  school  leaving  age  and 
approximately  twenty-five  children  are  resident  therein.  The  Super- 
intendent and  Matron  are  a married  couple  and  the  children  are  happy, 
well  cared  for  and  contented. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS— WELFARE  SERVICES 


Eildon  View,  Galashiels 

This  Home  is  jointly  owned  by  Selkirk  and  Peebles  Counties.  The 
demand  for  bed  space  in  this  Home  is  not  falling  off  and  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  the  number  catered  for  must  remain  fairly  constant  for  some 
years.  The  new  Mental  Health  Act  envisages  the  provision  of  resi- 
dential accommodation  by  Local  Authorities  and  in  this  connection  it 
is  well  to  remember  that  provision  is  already  being  made  for  such  patients 
in  Eildon  View.  There  are  now  four  single  rooms  in  the  Home.  The 
Home  is  well  equipped  and  the  furnishings,  etc.,  are  still  being  modern- 
ised. So  far  as  the  building  is  concerned  modernisation  is  limited  by 
the  original  construction. 

Boleside  House,  Galashiels 

This  Home  continues  to  be  fully  occupied.  At  31st  December, 
i960,  there  were  twelve  females  and  eleven  males  resident  therein. 
During  the  year  the  floor  of  the  male  bedroom  on  the  ground  floor  was 
raised  to  the  same  level  as  the  rest  of  the  accommodation  on  this  floor. 
This  has  resulted  in  a great  improvement  and  there  are  now  nine 
ground  floor  beds  available  in  the  house.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  to 
cope  with  more  non-ambulant  cases. 


Wellwood,  Selkirk 

This  Home  which  is  the  property  of  Selkirk  County  Council  is  also 
fully  occupied.  At  31st  December,  i960,  there  were  twenty-one  resi- 
dents in  the  Home,  six  males  and  fifteen  females.  The  new  wing 
consisting  of  eight  single  rooms  has  not  yet  been  completed  but  is 
expected  to  be  in  full  commission  early  in  1961.  The  new  heating 
system  (oil  fuel)  is  now  functioning  and  has  resulted  in  a considerable 
improvement  in  the  heating  conditions. 


Netherby  Eventide  Home,  Galashiels 

This  Home  is  administered  by  the  Church  of  Scotland  Social  Sendees 
Committee.  There  is  a local  Committee  of  Management.  A number  of 
Local  Authorities  including  this  County  have  residents  in  the  Home 
and  are  responsible  for  the  augmentation  of  board  to  meet  the  charges 
levied.  At  31st  December,  i960,  Selkirk  County  had  1 male  and  3 
females  in  this  Home.  The  Superintendent  and  Matron  are  very 
popular  and  the  Home  is  well  furnished. 

St  Margaret’s  Home,  Hawick 

There  was  1 Selkirk  County  case  resident  in  this  Home  at  31st 
December,  i960.  This  is  a Home  for  invalids  and  accordingly  “border 
line”  cases  can  be  admitted  therein  if  beds  are  available.  During  the 
year  the  Selkirk  centenarian  died  at  the  age  of  101. 
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Inglewood,  Church  of  Scotland  Home,  Alloa 

The  Council  had  one  male  resident  in  this  Home  at  31st  December, 
i960. 

Quarrier’s  Epileptic  Colony,  Bridge  of  Weir 

The  Council  has  one  male  resident  in  the  Colony  and  one  juv  :nile 
who  is  under  the  care  of  the  Education  Department. 

Temporary  Accommodation 

The  premises  at  60  Back  Row,  Selkirk,  are  still  in  use.  The  family 
resident  therein  has  not  yet  been  re-housed.  No  suitable  houses  in  the 
County  are  available  and  the  Burgh  will  not  deal  with  this  case. 

Blind 

The  Welfare  of  the  Blind  is  delegated  to  the  Society  for  the  Welfare 
and  Teaching  of  the  Blind  (Edinburgh)  and  South-East  Scotland. 
There  were  forty-one  persons  on  the  Register  including  one  in  Work- 
shops, one  in  School,  one  in  Linbum  and  one  in  Dingleton  Hospital. 
All  cases  able  to  take  advantage  of  teaching  are  taught  to  read  either 
Braille”  or  “Moon.”  In  addition,  the  Home  Teacher  gives  instruction 
in  craft  work.  Regular  socials  are  held  in  the  County  and  a summer 
outing  is  also  organised.  There  are  eight  persons  on  the  Partially 
Sighted  Register. 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

The  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  Benevolent  Society  as  agents  for  the 
County  provide  certain  welfare  services  and  maintain  the  Register.  At 
31st  December,  i960,  there  were  eleven  cases  on  the  list  for  whom  the 
Council  pays  a per  capita  fee.  Regular  Social  and  Church  meetings 
are  held.  Most  cases  are  in  employment  and  appear  to  be  able  to  take  a 
useful  part  in  community  activities. 


Selkirkshire  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Aged  and 
Handicapped 

This  co-ordinating  Committee  representative  of  all  voluntary  and 
Church  agencies  in  the  County  continues  to  function  satisfactorily. 
It  meets  twice  a year  to  receive  reports. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

The  Committee  operates  directly  the  Scheme  for  Meals  on  Wheels 
in  the  County  and  during  i960  10,645  meals  were  delivered.  These 
meals  are  supplied  daily  from  Monday  to  Friday  and  normally  are 
cooked  in  the  School  Kitchen,  Galashiels.  During  the  school  holidays 
alternative  arrangements  for  cooking  were  made  and  it  was  possible  to 
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keep  the  service  functioning  even  during  the  holidays.  The  cost  per 
meal  to  the  recipient  remains  at  1/2  despite  the  fact  that  the  economic 
cost  of  cooking  and  delivering  each  meal  is  approximately  2/-. 

Retired  Men’s  Clubs 

These  Clubs  continue  to  be  popular  and  well  patronised  both  in 
Galashiels  and  in  Selkirk.  The  retired  men  are  responsible  themselves 
for  the  day  to  day  running  of  the  Clubs  and  membership  is  most  en- 
thusiastic. 

Darby  and  Joan  Clubs 

These  Clubs  function  in  the  Burgh  of  Selkirk  and  alsc  in  Galashiels. 
The  Galashiels  Club  meets  in  the  Salvation  Army  Hall  each  Wednesday 
and  has  built  up  into  a very  successful  Club. 

Chiropody 

2,325  treatments  were  given  during  the  year.  Sessional  clinics  are 
held  at  Boleside,  Netherby,  Eildon  View  and  Wellwood. 

Section  47 — Compulsory  Removals 

No  compulsory  powers  were  taken  during  the  year  although  one  or 
two  cases  were  dealt  with  but  eventually  persuasion  succeeded. 

Section  48 — Care  of  Property 

A small  number  of  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  but  in  most 
cases  relatives  or  legal  representatives  were  eventually  found  to  take 
over  the  responsibility. 

Section  50 — Burials 

There  were  two  cases  dealt  with  under  this  Section  but  in  both 
instances  the  ultimate  responsibility  was  transferred  to  legal  repre- 
sentatives. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  REPORT 

Year  ending  31st  July,  i960 

Examination  of  the  medical  records  of  school  entrants  showed  that 
96-2%  had  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  77-3%  vaccinated 
against  smallpox.  Both  these  figures  show  a decrease  from  last  year’s 
percentages. 

2,842  children  of  school  age  have  now  received  three  vaccinations 
against  poliomyelitis  and  114  children  have  received  two  vaccinations. 

The  examination  of  selected  groups  of  children  by  Audiometricians 
from  St  Giles  School  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing  continued  during  the 
year.  The  table  illustrating  the  work  done  shows  that  the  number 
known  to  be  suffering  from  some  degree  of  hearing  loss  represents 
about  5%  of  the  school  population  examined. 

Table  III  reveals  that  of  1,01 1 children  examined,  approximately 
16%  showed  some  form  of  defect.  This  figure  varies  throughout  the 
country,  and  in  this  County  over  the  last  five  years  has  varied  from 
31%  to  13%. 

The  Speech  Therapy  Service  has  now  overtaken  the  initial  work  of 
case-finding  and  has  been  able  to  concentrate  on  treatment.  This  is 
reflected  in  the  number  of  attendances,  the  latter  having  increased  by 
some  54%  over  the  previous  year. 

Three  hundred  and  fifteen  children  aged  13  + were  mantoux  tested. 
Of  that  number  268  were  found  suitable  for  vaccination  with  B.C.G. 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  all  had  been  vaccinated. 

List  of  Staff  as  at  31st  July,  i960 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer — Dr  A.  F.  McCoubrey,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — Dr  A.  McCutchion,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — Dr  Joan  Campsie,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Senior  Dental  Officer — Mrs  C.  E.  Grieve,  L.D.S. 

Area  Dental  Officer — Dr  H.  N.  Maclachlan,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Nurse — Miss  E.  P.  Henderson. 

School  Nurses 

County  Superintendent — Miss  D.  G.  Duncan 

Galashiels — Misses  M.  F.  Bathgate,  J.  B.  Scott,  E.  Dewar,  M. 
Galloway  and  J.  Pirrie. 
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Selkirk — Misses  Cheyne  and  Morrice. 

Landward  Area — Misses  H.  McCormick  and  B.  King. 


General  Statistics 


Population  of  the  area  (estimated  to  June,  1959)  20,956 

Number  of  Schools: — 

(a)  Primary  (under  Education  Authority) 20 

(b)  Secondary  (under  Education  Authority)  2 

(c)  (1)  Special  Schools  — 

(2)  Special  Classes  in  ordinary  schools  2 

Number  of  Children  on  the  Registers,  i.e .,  for  whole 

area  3j263 

Number  of  Children  in  average  attendance  3,088  (94%) 


Table  I 


Total  number  of  children  examined  at  schools: — 

Systematic  Other  Systematic 
(\\  Examinations  Examinations 


Entrants — No  previous  routine  inspection  305 

Second  Age  Group — Born  1950  282 

Third  Age  Group — Born  1946  364 

Fourth  Age  Group — Born  1943  52 


Total  1003  8 


(B) 

Pupils  Born  in  1952  (Vision  and  Hearing  only) 
Special  Cases 

Re-inspections  


Other 

Examinations 

279 

56 

12 


347 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  Systematic  Examina 
tions  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding 


uncleanliness  and  dental  caries): — 

Entrants  20 

Second  Age  Group  20 

Third  Age  Group  15 

Fourth  Age  Group  — 

1952 — Vision  and  Hearing 34 


89 
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Table  II 

STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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(a)  Number  of  Children.  (b)  Percentage  of  children  examined  in  this  group. 


Table  IV 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At 

special 
schools  or 
classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institu- 
tion 

Total 

1.  Blind 

__ 

_ 

. 

___ 

No  vision  in  one  eye 

12 

1 

— 

13 

2.  Partially  sighted: 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which 
the  curriculum  of  an  ordin- 
ary school  would  adversely 
affect  the  eye  condition  

1 

1 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the 
eye,  e.g.,  cataract,  ulcer- 
ation, etc.,  which  render 
the  child  unable  to  read 
ordinary  school  books  or 
to  see  well  enough  to  be 
taught  in  an  ordinary 
school  

2 

1 

3 

3.  Deaf: 

Grade  I 

95 

95 

Grade  I la 

62 

— 

— 

62 

Grade  lib  

6 

— 

— 

6 

Grade  III 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4.  Defective  Speech: 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 
measures  

194 

3 

1 

198 

(b)  Stammering  requiring 

special  educational  mea- 
sures 

34 

. 

34 

5.  Mentally  defective: 

(Children  between  5-16  years) 
(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx. 
50-70)  

5 

14 

19 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally 
less  than  50)  

3 

4 

7 

6.  Epilepsy: 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

9 

9 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in 
a residential  school) 

— 

— 

7.  Physically  defective: 

(Children  between  5-16  years) 
(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuber- 

culosis (excluding  cervical 
glands)  

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  con- 
ditions 

867 

_ 

_ 

867 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

7 

— 

— 

7 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health 

17 

r 

18 

28 


Table  IV — Continued 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At  special 
schools  or 
classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institution 

Total 

8.  Multiple  defects: 

(i)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  physically 
defective  (“General  orth- 
opaedic conditions”) 

2 

2 

(ii)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  epilepsy 
(mild)  

(iii)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  epilepsy 
(severe)  

(iv)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  blind 

(v)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  physically  de- 
fective (“General  ortho- 
paedic conditions”) 

(vi)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  epilepsy  (mild) 

1 

1 

(vii)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  epilepsy 

(severe)  

1 

r 

(viii)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  physically  de- 
fective (“other  causes  of 
ill  health”)  

1 

1 

(ix)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  deaf  

(x)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  blind 

(xi)  Other  multiple  defects  

1 

— 

2 

3 

AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


Number  Examined 

Average 

Age 

(Yrs.)  (Mths.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Entrants 

Boys  

155 

5 

4 

43-80 

44-50 

Girls 

150 

5 

3 

4279 

42-96 

Second  Age-Group 

Boys  

140 

9 

4 

5213 

62-34 

Girls  

142 

9 

4 

52'47 

63-62 

Third  Age-Group 

Boys  

192 

13 

3 

60-59 

99-86 

Girls 

172 

13 

4 

61-05 

101-84 

Fourth  Age-Group 

Boys 

28 

16 

5 

63-92 

127-25 

Girls 

24 

16 

4 

6317 

12315 

29 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  treatment  of  school  children  suffering 
from  orthopaedic  defects  who  have  been  recommended  for  treatment 
by  the  school  medical  officers  or  general  practitioners. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Mr  George 
Pollock,  F.R.C.S.,  Edinburgh,  acts  as  consultant  and  clinics  are  held 
fortnightly  at  either  Thomfield,  Selkirk,  or  Sime  Place,  Galashiels. 

School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  ist  Aug.,  1959  8l 8 

School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  31st  July,  i960  867 


Distribution  of  Cases — 


Galashiels 

Selkirk 

At  ist  Aug.,  1959 

485 

333 

At  31st  July,  i960 

5ii 

356 

Record  of  Consultant  Clinics- 

No.  of  Clinics 

No.  of  Children 

Centre 

held 

examined 

Thomfield  Clinic,  Selkirk 

9 

182 

Sime  Place  Clinic,  Galashiels 

9 

166 

Record  of  attendances  at  treatment  clinics — 

Month 

Clinic 

Home  Visits 

1959 

August 

— 

3 

September  

1192 

4 

October 

1196 

8 

November  

1224 

10 

December 

1202 

9 

i960 

January 

1170 

3 

February 

306 

3 

March 

1190 

7 

April 

396 

6 

May 

1268 

10 

June  

1218 

11 

July  

302 

3 

30 

Institutional  Treatment — 

P.M.R.  Hospital 


In  residence  ist  Aug.,  1959  5 

Admissions  12 

Discharges  16 

In  residence  31st  July,  i960  1 

No.  of  patient  days  765 

Peel  Hospital 

In  residence  ist  Aug.,  1959  Nil 

Admission  1 

Discharges  1 

In  residence  31st  July,  i960  Nil 

No.  of  patient  days  33 


Classification  of  Hospital  Cases — 

Adolescent  idiopathic  thoracic  scoliosis  1 

Eversion  of  left  heel  1 

Existosis  Lower  end  of  right  Femur  with  cavus  deformity  1 

Hallux  valgus  3 

Hip  deformity  2 

Klippel  Fiel  syndrome  with  bilateral  Springal’s  shoulder  1 

Laceration  of  flexor  tendon  of  right  index  finger  and  lacera- 
tion of  branch  of  right  median  nerve  1 

Left  spastic  hemiplegia  with  bilateral  cavoid  feet  . 1 

Left  torticollis  1 

Onychogryphosis  1 

Pes  cavus  4 

Poliomyelitis  1 


SPEECH  DEFECTS 

Other 

Stammering  Defects 

Total  number  of  Cases  continued  from  1958-59 — 

School  38  164 

Pre-School  — 2 

Total  38  166 


Cases  referred — 

School  1 84 

Pre-School  — 2 

Total  1 86 
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Other 

Stammering  Defects 

Total  cases  treated — 

At  ordinary  school  34  194 

At  special  schools  or  classes  ....  — 3 

At  no  school  or  institution  ....  — — 

Pre-School  — 4 

Total  34  202 

Attendances — 

School  664  4,733 

Pre-School  — 67 

Total  664  4,800 

Cases  discharged — 

School  4 71 

Pre-School  — 3 

Total  4 74 

Total  cases  to  be  continued  to  1960-61 — 

School  35  177 

Pre-School  . — 1 

Total  35  178 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

(1)  Inspected  by  Dental  Officer — 

(a)  Routine  (b)  Special  and 
Age  Inspection  Emergency  Cases  Total 

5 191  17  208 

6 303  11  314 

7 271  12  283 

8 281  16  297 

9 286  9 295 

10  273  13  286 

11  246  6 252 

12  285  14  299 

13  301  3 304 

14  207  • 3 210 

15  125  4 129 

15  + 91  — 9i 


2,860  108  2,968 
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Routine 

Specials 

(2)  (a)  No.  found  to  require  treatment 

M3  5 

108 

(b)  No.  known  to  be  treated  privately 

393 

— 

(c)  No.  accepting  treatment 

854 

108 

(d)  No.  signing  card  for  private  treatment 

57i 

— 

(3)  No.  treated  during  year 

961 

108 

(4)  No.  of  attendances  for  treatment 

3>I35 

108 

(5)  No.  of  completed  cases 

600 

— 

(6)  Fillings — (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

899 

5 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

53 

— 

Extractions — (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

90 

3 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

150 

3i 

Other  Operations— (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

1,360 

50 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

372 

24 

(7)  Half-days — (a)  Inspections 

23 

— 

(b)  Treatment 

376 

ORTHODONTIC  TREATMENT 

Specialist  Sessions  4 No.  of  Attendances 

64 

Attendances — (a)  Treatment 



186 

(b)  Examination 

hi 

Appliances — (a)  Insertions 

9 

(b)  Adjustments 

73 

(c)  Impressions 

76 

Extractions — (a)  Permanent  Teeth 

39 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

Y MTTC 

64 

22 

X-rays 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN 

Fifty-one  girls  and  one  hundred  and  five  boys  were  examined  with  a 
view  to  being  passed  as  fit  to  undertake  certain  forms  of  part-time 
employment  under  the  Council’s  Byelaws.  Certificates  were  granted  in 
each  case. 
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EYE  CLINIC 


The  following  figures  relate  to  treatment  carried  out  at  the  Eye 
Clinic  from  September,  1959  to  July,  i960. 


Galashiels 

Selkirk 

Number  of  Clinics  held 

20 

9 

Number  of  cases  examined 

108 

54 

Number  of  cases  for  which  glasses 

were  pre- 

scribed 

49 

22 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
(A)  Minor  Ailments  treated  at  School  Clinics 


1.  Cuts,  bruises  and  other  minor  injuries  196 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  — 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  86 


4.  Diseases  of  the  skin — 
Ringworm  (scalp) 
Ringworm  (body) 


Scabies 2 

Impetigo  9 

Warts  100 

5.  Treatment  for  Verminous  Infestation  50 

6.  Burns  and  Scalds  2 

7.  U.V.R.  Treatments  176 

8.  Others  207 

Total  828 

Number  of  school  children  visited  during  the  year  by  school  nurses  98 
Total  number  of  visits  paid  201 


AUDIOMETRIC  TESTING— SESSION  1959-60 

1, 1 18  children  were  tested,  271  were  re-tested,  making  a total  of  1,389 
tests  performed.  With  20  testing  days  this  gives  an  average  of  55-9 
children  dealt  with  per  testing  day,  and  69-5  tests  per  testing  day. 
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AUDIOMETRIC  TESTING— SESSION  1959-60 
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Notes: — The  total  number  of  defective  cases  in  the  County  does  not  equal  the  summation  of  the  groups  since  some  children  may 
be  represented  in  more  than  one  group,  e.g.,  a child  may  be  bom  in  1951  but  may  also  have  been  known  as  a defective  last  session. 

Those  graded  II  are  more  serious  cases  than  grade  IIA,  but  cannot  be  graded  as  IIA  or  IIB  until  further  investigation. 


COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
Convener  and  County  Councillors  of  the  County 
of  Selkirk 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  i960. 

The  report,  which  details  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Department, 
has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Department  of  Health  Circular 
No.  91/60,  and  in  submitting  it,  I am  conscious  of  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  afforded  me  by  all  other  officials  and  particularly  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I would  wish  to  record,  also,  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  County  Council  and,  particularly,  the  Landward  members. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  I.  FRASER, 

County  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PART  I— INTRODUCTION 

A number  of  interesting  developments,  which  it  is  suggested  may  be 
competently  recorded  within  the  scope  of  this  report,  occurred  in  i960. 

In  the  dairy  industry,  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  policy  to  supply  customers  with  milk  of  the  highest 
possible  quality,  declared,  as  from  1st  April,  that  only  milk  from  Tuber- 
culin Tested  farms  would  be  retailed  in  the  liquid  market  ( i.e .)  for 
human  consumption,  and  that  undesignated  milk  would  be  sent  for 
manufacturing  purposes  at  a loss  to  the  producer  of  6d  per  gallon  below 
the  Pool  Price. 

Still  on  the  subject  of  dairies,  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that,  by  May, 
each  of  the  17  registered  milk  producers  in  the  County  was  in  possession 
of  a designated  (i.e.)  a “Certified”  or  a “Tuberculin  Tested”  licence, 
one  of  the  conditions  governing  the  issue  of  which  is  that  all  animals  in 
the  herd  should  have  passed  the  Tuberculin  Test. 

A severe  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  affected  a number  of 
counties  during  the  final  weeks  of  the  year.  Selkirkshire,  fortunately, 
was  not  declared  an  “infected”  area.  Nevertheless,  by  arrangement 
with  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer,  the  staff,  including  the  Joint 
Milk  Officer  and  the  Rat  Catcher,  kept  away  from  farms. 

In  the  scavenging  service,  because  of  a reported  case  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  in  the  Biggar  area,  Peebles  County  Council  temporarily 
stopped  the  collection  of  refuse  from  subjects  within  the  Caddonfoot/ 
Clovenfords  area.  Alternative  scavenging  arrangements  which  had 
to  be  made  worked  satisfactorily  and  thanks  are  due  to  Galashiels  Town 
Council  for  their  co-operation. 

In  course  of  the  year  further  consideration  was  given  to  a scheme  for 
supplying  the  Lindean  area  with  water  from  Cauldshiels  Loch.  It  is 
hoped  to  include  more  details  in  a subsequent  report. 

As  from  16th  May,  i960,  arrangements  were  made  (a)  to  consolidate 
the  existing  Ettrickhaugh  and  Clovenfords  Special  Scavenging  Dis- 
tricts, the  resultant  consolidated  district  to  be  known  as  the  Selkirkshire 
Special  Scavenging  District,  and  (b)  to  add  to  the  Selkirkshire  Special 
Scavenging  District  an  area  comprising  premises  along  the  Galashiels/ 
Selkirk  Road  from  Galashiels  Burgh  boundary  at  and  including  Nether- 
barns  (but  excluding  Brunswickhill  Mansion)  to  and  including  Cascade 
and  premises  at  Abbotsford  Ferry  and  Whinnybrae. 

Each  year  sees  the  appearance  on  the  Statute  Book  of  new  legislative 
measures  which  have  a direct  bearing  on  the  duties  of  sanitarians  and, 
in  this  respect,  i960  was  no  exception. 

In  July  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  received 
the  Royal  Assent  and,  one  month  later,  came  into  operation.  With 
certain  specified  exemptions  the  Act  prohibits  the  use  of  any  land  as  a 
caravan  site  unless  a site  licence  has  been  issued  by  the  local  authority. 
To  control  sites,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  issued  Model  Standards 
covering  layouts,  etc.,  for  both  residential  and  holiday  sites  and  local 
authorities  must  have  regard  to  these  standards  in  deciding  what  con- 
ditions to  attach  to  a site  licence. 
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In  November  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  came  into  force.  This  Act, 
briefly,  includes  noise  or  vibration  in  the  category  of  nuisance  liable  to 
be  dealt  with  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

An  amendment  to  existing  Factories  legislation  came  into  force  on  1st 
December,  i960,  when,  in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the  Factories  Act, 
1959,  the  duties  under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act  of  1937 
relating  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  became  exercisable  by  fire 
authorities  Prior  to  the  above  date  the  duties  were  carried  out  by 
local  authorities. 


PART  H— PUBLIC  SERVICES 

Drainage 

1.  Special  Drainage  Districts 

The  number  of  special  drainage  districts  remained  at  4. 

The  supervision  and  maintenance  of  the  sewers  and  sewage  puri- 
fication works  in  these  districts  were  again  the  prerogative  of  the  County 
Road  Surveyor  and  Engineer. 

2.  Public  Conveniences 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  in  the  landward  area. 

3.  Cleansing 

Special  Scavenging  Districts 

As  stated  in  the  introduction  to  this  report  an  area  comprising  pre- 
mises along  the  Galashiels/Selkirk  Road  from  Galashiels  Burgh  bound- 
ary at  and  including  Netherbams  (but  excluding  Brunswickhill  Mansion) 
to  and  including  Cascade  and  premises  at  Abbotsford  Ferry  and 
Whinnybrae  was  added  to  the  Selkirkshire  Special  Scavenging  District. 
Arrangements  were  made  with  Galashiels  Town  Council  to  collect  and 
dispose  of  household  refuse  from  this  area. 

Other  scavenging  developments  included — 

(i)  a reduction  in  service  with  a corresponding  reduction  in  the 
contract  price  to  subjects  within  the  Ettrickbridgend  Special 
Scavenging  District  from  twice  weekly  to  once  weekly; 

(ii)  the  provision  of  a scavenging  service  for  subjects  in  the  Gos- 
lawdales  area  as  from  14th  November. 

The  arrangement,  commenced  a year  or  two  ago,  whereby  household 
refuse  from  subjects  in  the  Caddonfoot/Clovenfords  area  is  collected 
and  disposed  of  by  Peebles  County  Council,  remained  in  operation, 
except  for  the  period  referred  to  in  the  introduction  to  this  report, 
without  giving  rise  to  any  form  of  complaint,  which  from  the  point  of 
view  of  both  counties,  is  most  gratifying. 
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Water  Supplies 
General 

Responsibility  for  the  supervision  and  maintenance  of  all  public  water 
supplies  in  the  county  rests  with  the  County  Road  Surveyor  and 
Engineer. 

Included  in  a number  of  remedial  works  undertaken  by  the  County 
Engineer  was  the  erection  of  a post-and-rail  fence,  surrounded  by 
barbed  wire,  round  the  weir  and  intake  to  the  Ettrickbridgend  supply 
in  order  to  prevent  stock  from  grazing  and  drinking  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  intake. 

Water  Sampling 

Private  water  supplies  were  sampled  on  23  occasions  compared  with 
48  occasions  in  1959  and  appended  is  a summary  of  the  reports.  No 
samples  were  taken  from  public  supplies. 


Samples  Taken 

Results 

Supply 

Chemical 

Bacterio- 

logical 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Private 

9 

14 

5 

3 

1 

9 

4 

1 

PART  in— HOUSING 

New  Legislation 

1.  The  Housing  (Declaration  of  Unfitness)  (Scotland)  Re- 

gulations, i960 

The  above  Regulations  prescribe  the  forms  of  order  and  notice 
to  be  used  under  paragraph  1 of  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  (Scotland)  Act,  1959,  for  the  purpose  of 
declaring  that  a house  which  is  to  be  compulsorily  purchased  is 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

2.  Slum  Clearance  Procedure 

A new  D.H.S.  Memorandum,  No.  54/1960,  which  details  the 
procedure  to  be  adopted  for  dealing  with  clearance  areas  in  terms 
of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950-1959  was  issued  in  course  of 
the  year. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950 — Part  H 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Part  I 

After  a lenghty  correspondence  with  the  proprietors  of  four  cottages 
at  Howden,  Selkirk,  in  respect  of  two  of  which  the  County  Council  had 
earlier  accepted  formal  undertakings  “not  to  re-let,”  it  was  finally 
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agreed  to  cancel  these  undertakings  and  to  pass  “Closing  Orders”  in 
respect  of  each  of  the  four  cottages,  the  Orders  to  be  effective  on  ist 
June,  1961. 

It  was  further  agreed  that,  in  the  event  of  a scheme  of  improvements 
being  commenced  before  the  effective  date,  the  Closing  Orders  be 
revoked. 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Section  I 

Proposals  for  dealing  with  Unfit  Houses  during  three  years’ 
period  ending  31st  December,  1961 

An  up-to-date  report  was  submitted  on  the  17  houses  which  it  was 
agreed,  in  1959,  should  be  demolished  or  closed  during  the  3 years 
ending  31st  December,  1961. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950 — Part  VII  (as  amended) 
Improvement  Grants 

4 houses,  2 more  than  last  year,  were  fully  modernised  with  the  aid 
of  grants  in  terms  of  the  above  Act. 

More  specific  details  are  given  in  the  undernoted  table — 


Apr 

cati 

>li- 

ons 

Site  Visits, 
meetings 
with 

Architects, 

etc. 

Houses  Involved 

Estimated 

Cost 

of  Works 

Amount 
Paid 
by  way 
of  Grants 

lodged 

appd. 

Apartments 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 + 

4 

4 

15 

— 

2 

1 

I 

— 

£4,726  14  4 

£1,531  10  2 

Since  the  inception  of  the  above  grant-aiding  legislation  the  following 
houses  have  been  wholly  modernised — 


(a)  2-apartments  3 

(b)  3-apartments  29 

(c)  4-apartments  24 

(d)  5-apartments  2 
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The  total  estimated  cost  of  all  schemes  approved  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil is  £50,627  ns  3d,  while  sums  amounting  to  £19,214  2s  id  have 
been  paid  by  way  of  grants. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 — Part  HI 
Standard  Grants 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  above  Act  places  on  local 
authorities  an  obligation  to  make  “Standard  Grants”  to  persons,  other 
than  local  authorities,  for  the  provision  of  all  or  some  “standard 
amenities”  in  houses  which  lack  these  amenities. 
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The  amenities  include — 

(1)  Bath. 

(2)  Wash-hand  basin. 

(3)  Domestic  hot  water  supply. 

(4)  Water  closet. 

(5)  Satisfactory  food  storage. 

and  the  maximum  grant  available  is  £155. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  applications  received  and  approved 


together  with  amenities  provided — 

(1)  Applications  lodged  4 

(2)  Applications  approved  4 

(3)  Standard  amenities  provided — 

(i)  Bath,  wash-hand  basin,  W.C.,  hot  water  supply 

larder  4 

(4)  Maximum  grant  available — 

(a)  in  respect  of  amenities  provided  at  3(i)  above  £*55 


Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952 — Section  3 
Provision  of  New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers 

An  enquiry  was  submitted  by  an  agricultural  joiner  and  wire  fencer 
as  to  whether  he  would  be  classed  as  one  of  the  agricultural  population 
for  the  purposes  of  grant  in  terms  of  the  above  Act  in  the  event  of  his 
building  a new  house.  After  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  he  could  be 
regarded  as  falling  within  the  category  of  the  Act. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  no  formal  application  for  grant  had 
been  received  from  the  enquirer. 

One  formal  application  was,  however,  received  for  grant  in  respect  of 
the  erection  of  two  houses  on  a site  which  was  found  to  be  just  within 
the  boundary  of  the  Burgh  of  Galashiels,  and,  although,  after  investiga- 
tion, it  was  found  that,  statutorily,  there  was  no  reason  why  the  County 
Council  should  not  give  grant  in  these  particular  circumstances  it  was 
agreed,  after  discussion,  to  ask  the  applicant  whether  the  houses  could 
not  be  resited  in  the  landward  area  as  the  Council  felt  unable  to  pay 
grant  so  long  as  the  houses  remained  within  the  Burgh. 

Following  correspondence  in  the  matter  between  the  County  Clerk, 
the  applicant’s  agents,  and  the  Town  Clerk  of  Galashiels,  it  was  agreed, 
in  all  the  circumstances,  that  no  grant  would  be  offered  by  the  County 
Council  in  respect  of  the  two  houses. 

Building  Byelaws 
Applications  Approved 

21  Building  Byelaw  applications,  compared  with  30  last  year,  were 
examined  and  finally  approved,  conditionally  or  unconditionally. 
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Details  are  included  in  the  following  table — 

(i)  Erection  of  new  houses  6 (2) 

(ii)  Alterations  to  existing  houses  10  (26) 

(iii)  Erection  of  buildings  other  than  for  human  habitation  3 (2) 

(iv)  Alterations  to  buildings  other  than  for  human  habita- 

tion   2 ( — ) 

Totals  21  (30) 

Note — Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1959. 


Applications  Refused 

No  applications  were  finally  refused. 

In  a number  of  cases,  however,  final  approval  was  recommended  only 
after  discussions  with  applicants  and/or  their  agents  regarding  deviations 
from  the  byelaws,  all  of  which  were  eventually  put  right. 


Contraventions 

No  contraventions  of  the  byelaws  were  noted  in  the  course  of  visits 
to  works  in  progress. 


General 

A preliminary  enquiry  to  build  a house  with  wall  construction  of  non- 
traditional  design  was  approved  after  consultation  with  the  Department 
of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research’s  Building  Research  Department, 
although  the  quality  of  the  material  from  the  standpoint  of  resistance 
to  the  penetration  of  moisture  had  not,  up  to  the  time  of  enquiry,  been 
proved  in  this  country. 

Subsequently,  however,  the  proposal  was  not  proceeded  with. 

Once  again  I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Director  and  Staff  of 
the  Building  Research  Station  at  Thorntonhall,  Glasgow,  for  the  expert 
and  extremely  helpful  way  they  answered  the  above  and  a number  of 
other  queries  raised  by  the  department  during  the  year. 


Drain  Tests 

The  following  lengths  of  drain  successfully  withstood  the  tests  ap- 
plied to  them — 

4 in.  f.  c.  pipes =296  yards. 

6 in.  f.  c.  pipes  = 72  yards. 

The  majority  of  the  tests  were  carried  out  with  the  department’s 
drain-testing  equipment  and  the  work  involved  21  site  visits. 
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New  Houses 

Certificates  of  Occupation 

3 certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  new  houses  which,  on  examina- 
tion, were  found  to  have  been  completed  in  accordance  with  approved 
plans  and  specifications,  and  were  considered  to  be  fit,  in  all  respects, 
for  human  habitation. 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Part  II 
Rent  Act,  1957 

No  formal  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
in  terms  of  the  above  Acts. 

Local  Authority  Housing 
i960  Programme 

No  County  Council  houses  were  proposed  or  built  during  the  year. 

Private  Enterprise  Housing 

The  erection  of  four  traditional  4-apartment  houses  for  purchase  and 
occupation  by  private  individuals  was  approved  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  development  was  fairly  well  advanced. 


Temporary  Dwellings 
New  Legislation 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

The  above  legislation,  which  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  29th  July 
and  came  into  operation  one  month  later,  prohibits  the  use  of  any  land 
as  a caravan  site  unless  a site  licence  has  been  granted  to  the  occupier 
by  the  appropriate  licensing  authority. 

Certain  exemptions  from  this  requirement  are  specified  in  the  First 
Schedule  to  the  Act.  Briefly,  these  are  to  cover  minor  or  temporary 
uses  but  the  Secretary  of  State  is  empowered  to  exempt  certain  organisa- 
tions whose  objects  include  the  encouragement  or  promotion  of  re- 
creational facilities. 

Such  an  exemption  empowers  these  organisations  to  use  sites  in  their 
own  occupation  and  under  their  supervision;  to  certify  sites  where 
not  more  than  five  caravans  are  stationed  at  any  one  time  and  to 
organise  rallies  for  members  lasting  not  more  than  five  days. 

Another  exemption  specifies  that  site  licences  are  not  required  for 
land  (including  adjoining  land  unbuilt  on  and  in  the  same  occupation) 
more  than  five  acres  in  area  which  is  not  used  for  caravan  purposes  on 
more  than  28  nights  in  any  year  and  on  which  not  more  than  three 
caravans  are  ever  stationed  at  one  time. 
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In  every  case  where  a site  licence  is  required  planning  permission 
must  first  be  obtained.  This  deals  with  the  correct  use  of  the  land. 
The  site  licence,  on  the  other  hand,  deals  with  the  management  of  the 
site  for  caravan  purposes. 

Site  licences  are  not  to  be  issued  for  a limited  period  unless  planning 
permission  is  granted  on  a temporary  basis. 

Local  authorities  are  given  power  to  attach  a wide  range  of  conditions 
to  site  licences,  including — 

(i)  limiting  the  periods  during  which  caravans  are  stationed  on 

land  or  the  number  of  caravans  stationed; 

(ii)  controlling  the  types  of  caravan  used; 

(iii)  controlling  the  layout  of  sites; 

(iv)  insisting  on  adequate  fire  precautions; 

(v)  requiring  action  to  preserve  or  enhance  the  amenity  of  sites; 

(vi)  specifying  the  sanitary  and  other  services  on  the  site  and  re- 

quiring their  adequate  maintenance; 

but  they  cannot  control  in  any  way  the  materials  of  construction  of 
caravans. 

Occupiers  of  lands  qualifying  as  existing  sites  were  allowed  until  29th 
October  to  submit  applications  for  licences  and  within  the  prescribed 
period  two  applications  were  received. 

Licences  were  granted  in  each  case  subject  to  suitable  amendment 
of  the  terms  of  the  Form  of  Licence  so  far  as  it  related  to  quality  of 
water  supplies  and  arrangements  for  removal  of  refuse. 

The  owner  of  ground  on  which  two  caravans  were  noted  to  be  standing 
for  a number  of  weeks  during  the  summer  without  due  notice  having 
been  given  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  terms  of  the  Council’s 
Byelaws  for  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  was  requested  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  have  the  caravans  removed. 

PART  IV— FOOD 

Food  and  Drugs 
New  Legislation 

The  Fluorine  in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959 

The  Arsenic  in  Food  (Scotland)  Amendment  Regulations,  i960 

The  above  Regulations  came  into  operation  in  March  and  December 
respectively. 

The  first-named  piece  of  legislation  replaced  the  Fluorine  in  Food 
Order,  1947  in  its  application  to  Scotland,  and  prescribed  reduced 
maximum  limits  for  the  fluorine  content  of  acidic  phosphates  used  for 
food  purposes  and  of  foods  containing  acidic  phosphates. 
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The  Arsenic  in  Food  amending  Regulations,  on  the  other  hand, 
amended  the  1959  Regulations  by  increasing  from  two  to  five  parts  per 
million  the  maximum  amount  of  arsenic  permitted  in  brewers’  yeast 
intended  for  use  by  manufacturers  in  the  manufacture  of  yeast  products. 

The  limit  for  all  other  yeast  and  yeast  products  remains  at  two  parts 
per  million. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959 

During  i960  a not  inconsiderable  amount  of  time  was  again  devoted 
to  the  administration  of  the  above  Regulations  and  the  position  at  the 
end  of  the  year  is  summarised  in  the  table  on  p.  46. 

In  Selkirkshire,  of  course,  as  in  other  areas  no  doubt,  there  were  a 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  food  businesses  who,  by  the  end  of  the 
year  despite  visitations,  followed  by  formal  requests,  had  failed  to  take 
all  the  steps  necessary  to  bring  their  premises  up  to  an  accepted  standard 
and  they,  obviously,  will  have  to  be  specifically  dealt  with  in  the  not  too 
distant  future. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  too,  that,  no  matter  what  is  done  to  modernise 
and  equip  food  premises,  the  food  handler  with  a pride  in  his  job  is,  in 
my  opinion,  an  asset  greater  than  the  most  modern  of  premises.  An 
untidy,  unscrupulous  “couldn’t  care  less”  handler,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  a menace  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

The  majority  of  food  handlers  in  this  area  have,  over  the  past  4 years 
or  so,  been  given  most  of  the  tools.  It  is  now  up  to  them  to  get  on  with 
the  job,  and  a most  responsible  job  it  is,  of  handling  food  and  drink,  at 
all  times,  in  the  best  possible  hygienic  manner. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959 
Retail  Vehicles 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  vehicles  belonging  to  retailers  of 
foodstuffs  in  the  County  of  Selkirk  which  were  equipped  with  wash- 
hand  basins  and  ancillary  ablution  equipment  it  was  decided  to  carry 
out  a survey.  This  work  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  the 
following,  it  is  suggested,  are  the  more  interesting  findings. 

In  all,  some  73  “retail  vehicles”  which,  incidentally,  are  not  defined 
in  the  Regulations,  were  found  to  be  in  service.  These  comprise  23 
mobile  shops  and  50  vans. 

Of  these  vehicles  over  50%  were  3 years  old  or  less. 

Taking  the  vehicles  as  a whole,  of  the  73  above-mentioned,  20  or 
27-4%  were  equipped  with  wash-hand  basins  and  the  additional  facilities 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  necessary  to  enable  “a  person  engaged  in  the 
handling  of  food”  (i.e.)  the  driver/salesman,  to  comply  with  Article  6 
of  the  Regulations. 

Of  the  23  mobile  shops,  17  or  73-9%  were  so  equipped.  The  figures, 
however,  for  the  50  vans  do  not  make  such  good  reading,  only  3 or  6-o% 
being  equipped  to  the  former  standard. 

45 


\p 

347 

N 

N 

Tf 

ro 

•0 

M 

H 

d 

100-0 

SJEIOX 

r-  r- 

00  CO 

*-t  M 

VO 

VO 

Os 
t ^ 

2 1 

<s 

m 

H 

00 

SnO^UBJpDSIpV 

(S  N 
m m 

m 

M 

00 

w 

1 1 

M 

1 

n 

m 

SJ3U0IJD3JII03 

m m 

N 

M 

1 1 

1 

1 

m 

SJ300JQ 

TT 

v-> 

M 

VO 

N 

N | 

Ov 

1 

•0 

siaguouiqsig 

ro  m 

M 

w 

1 1 

H 

1 

m 

S3snoq3>[Bg 

m m 

W M 

7f 

N 

^ 1 

m 

1 

m 

M 

sdoqs  .siaqBg 

00  00 

M M 

OS 

1 1 

(S 

1 

00 

H 

siaqoing 

VO  VO 

M HH 

m 

rt 

N 1 

r- 

1 

0 

S3SIUI3IJ 

pssunoiq 

II 

11 

VO 

10 

1 1 

1 

1 

2 

suaqDjt^j 

SIB3W  poqos 

‘SU33JUB3 

‘siUBjriBisag 

r-  r>. 

M M 

r- 

Tf 

1 1 

«o 

- 

sasnoH 

gutpjBog 

II  1 1 II  | | 

1 

spj°H 

O O 
N (N 

to 

ON 

N 1 

1 

0 

N 

E 

O 


. QJ  jD 

| fa 

os  r 3 

c s « 

•a  m 

W W d» 
U U tfl 
C/5  C/D  'p 

BE  I 

ID  D *h 

^ ^ a 
CU  Cl. 

4h  tM  ^ : 

o o ° 
6 o 6 

zzz 


: <d  5073 

■s.ss 

* 

•G  u 

G cd 


I M Lh  >.U  I C/D 

s 8‘S  £•£  S« 

^ H P<  3? -t!  a£ 


> 3 

’ X> 


a>  C 
■ o 


^ bl  « u 

,_,  G • 

y E 5 

*2i  P 
a 


g 

<D 

E 

a 

’3 

cr 

ID 

§ ' 


. _ M & 

a*-<  « 

or  D 

G u 
^ O O V 
Q u G 

o 

Z 


g > 

u,  £ 

S O 

• _G  2 

•|lB  c 

C/5  'G 

: <u  2 2 

• U M 
r;  W ^ 

E<~-a  s 

U « fi  (« 
J ^ 

I*  2 3 s 

! ° 3.G.O 
o 
Z 


o i-> 
CO 


D C/5  — J 1) 

0>  *r?  «! 


U P 

D 

g 


c ° 

Sxl 


£? 
cO  ‘ 
or 

C/5  --•  fl»  yj 

yn  r o 


w CD 

o.^ 


-C_ 
T3.S  c« 

c £ d 


u 

i'S.C 


» « 

00 

G G 


gs 

5 D 

a u 

3 J*.2 
CT'S-O 
U ° M 

o 

Z 


T3  '>  "n 
C * 3 
go  M a,  3 
C oi  o 

> s " 3 

3 S E i3 
a a 

s*gcs 

3 cr  o -o 
.o  u ra 

o 

Z 


C- 

'3 
„ o’ 

' i) 


t>  • 

CO 

3 

cd 

u 


o fr«. 

pD  rt  - . 
rt  or  _G 
C/5  •«  - 

o u 

»a>  o f« 

q v*-t 

d c^. 
293 
.5  *-• 
o ^ G 
u u y 

^ « Ev 


0 
G 

00 

1 

m 

N_^ 

C/5 

2 

o 

h 


o 

Z 


46 


“Equipment”  includes: 

(i)  Cooking  utensils. 

(ii)  Cooking  facilities. 

(iii)  Food  preparation  facilities. 

(iv)  Tables,  trays,  etc. 

(v)  Cutting  boards. 

(vi)  Cold  stores  and  refrigerators. 

“Facilities”  include: 

(other  than  as  above-mentioned): 

(i)  Wash-hand  basins  with  nailbrush,  soap,  towels,  etc. 

(ii)  Hot  and  cold  water  supplies. 

(iii)  W.C.s. 

(iv)  Washing  and  “sterilising”  sinks. 

(v)  Mechanical  dish  and  glass  washing  machines. 

(vi)  Drying  cloths  or  mechanical  driers. 

(vii)  Vegetable  sinks. 

(viii)  Refuse  bins. 

(ix)  Cloakroom  accommodation. 

(x)  First-Aid  equipment. 

(xi)  Precautionary  notices. 

In  the  mobile  shops  the  majority  of  basins  were  fitted  up  in  the  driver’s 
cabin,  very  few  indeed  being  affixed  in  the  rear  portion  of  the  vehicles. 
So  far  as  the  vans  were  concerned,  the  units,  without  exception  were 
provided  in  the  driver’s  cabin. 

In  almost  every  case  in  which  a vehicle  was  found  to  be  without  the 
necessary  equipment  it  was  ascertained  that  the  driver,  either  on  his 
own  initiative  or  on  instructions  from  his  employer,  had  made  arrange- 
ments to  use  the  toilet  facilities  at  a number  of  pre-selected  customers’ 
houses.  It  was  further  established,  in  a number  of  instances,  that  to 
enable  the  driver  to  make  use  of  the  facilities  provided  he  carried, 
on  his  vehicle,  a personal  ablutions  equipment  kit  comprising  a towel, 
soap  and  a nailbrush. 

This  arrangement  may  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is,  from  a practical  viewpoint,  quite 
unsatisfactory.  Apart  altogether  from  the  possibility,  albeit  a rare  one, 
of  a driver  coming  into  contact  with  a case  of  infectious  disease,  it 
cannot  be  anticipated  that  a particular  customer  will  always  be  at  home 
when  the  driver  needs  to  wash  his  hands.  Furthermore,  it  is  not  clear 
with  the  above  arrangement,  what  a driver  is  expected  to  do  about 
washing  his  hands  after  he  has  had  to  change  a wheel  or  carry  out  some 
other  repairs  to  his  vehicle  and  he  is  not  due  to  reach  a pre-selected 
customer’s  house  until  after  he  has  served  a number  of  ordinary  cus- 
tomers. 

With  a few  exceptions,  retail  vehicles  were  found  to  be  accommodated 
in  suitable  garages  either  forming  part  of  or  adjacent  to  the  retailer’s 
premises.  This  was  satisfactory. 
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The  arrangements  noted,  however,  for  loading  and  off-loading  vehicles 
were  not  so  satisfactory,  only  the  larger  retailers  having  dispatch  pre- 
mises. The  smaller  retailers  found  it  necessary,  it  was  established,  to 
carry  out  the  above  operations  on  the  public  highway,  generally  in  front 
of  their  shops. 

It  was  quite  obvious  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases  where  wash-hand 
basins  were  provided,  care  was  taken  to  ensure  that,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  retail  round,  a sufficient  supply  of  water  at  a reasonable  temper- 
ature was  available  for  the  driver’s  use. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  where  these  circumstances  applied,  that  the  drivers 
never  failed  to  make  use  of  the  facilities  provided.  That  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter. 


Foods  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  2 

Sale  of  Food  not  of  Nature,  Substance  or  Quality  demanded 

No  complaints  under  the  above  heading  were  lodged  in  course  of  the 
year. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act, 1956 — Sections  8-11 
Food  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

As  the  result  of  a breakdown  in  the  refrigeration  plant  and  a con- 
sequent rise  in  the  temperature  in  a low  temperature  cold  store  to  30'F. 
for  an  unknown  period  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  Subsequently  arrangements  were 
made  to  have  them  suitably  disposed  of — 

51  boxes  each  containing  16  Treatlets. 

12  Treatlets  (loose). 

5 boxes  each  containing  6 walnut  dessert  sponges. 

4 boxes  each  containing  6 pineapple  dessert  sponges. 

58  boxes  each  containing  4 dozen  Fro-liks. 

66  boxes  each  containing  1 dozen  Duets. 

1 1 boxes  of  Toppers. 

8 Trifles. 

153  packets  of  orange  Kwench. 

12  boxes  each  containing  4 dozen  Banana  Kreemy  Fro-liks. 

8 boxes  each  containing  4 dozen  Chocolate  Kreemy  Fro-liks. 

8 packets  each  containing  3 Corn-on-the-Cob. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Sections  28-34 
(i)  Sampling 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  formal  and  informal  samples 
procured,  together  with  information  as  to  the  number  found,  on  ex- 
amination by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  non-genuine. 
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Articles  Sampled 

No.  of  Samples 

No.  of 

Non-Genuine  San 

iples 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Aspro 

— 

r 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coo  keen  ... 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  Essence  ... 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cornflour 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gin 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

— 

1 

r 

— 

— 

— 

Mince 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Rum 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce 

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar  

— 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sweet  Milk 

4 

55 

59 

— 

2 

2 

Whisky  ... 

10 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Wine  Essence  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

28 

72 

100 

— 

2 

2 

(ii)  Action  taken  in  respect  of  Non-Genuine  Samples 

The  following  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  2 informal  samples 
reported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  non-genuine — 


No. 

Article 

Formal 

or 

Informal 

Action  taken 

13/60 

Sweet  Milk 

Informal 

Follow-up  sample  taken — proved  to  be 
genuine. 

16/60 

Sweet  Milk 

Informal 

Follow-up  sample  taken — proved  to  be 
genuine. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  22 
Notification  of  Cases  of  Food  Poisoning 

The  department  did  not  receive  notification  of  any  case  of  food 
poisoning  during  i960. 


Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-28 

The  following  samples  were  taken  in  terms  of  the  above  Regulations 


Article  Sampled 

Number  of  Samples 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Mince 

6 

— 

6 

Sausages  ... 

6 

6 
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All  were  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  complying  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations  which  state  that  mince  only  may 
contain  preservative  to  the  extent  of  450  parts  per  million  of  sulphur 
dioxide  (S02)  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September, 
subject  to  a declaration  of  the  presence  of  the  preservative. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 
The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 

No  contraventions  of  the  terms  of  the  above  Order  were  noted. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

As  has  been  stated  in  the  introduction  to  this  report,  two  interesting 
and  significant  developments  occurred  in  the  dairy  industry  in  i960 
each,  in  its  own  way,  representing  at  the  same  time  the  end  of  one  parti- 
cular era  and  the  beginning  of  another. 

Nationally,  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  saw  fit  to  declare  that 
only  designated  milk  would  be  retailed  on  the  liquid  market  ( i.e .)  for 
human  consumption,  and  that  undesignated  milk  would  in  future  be 
sent  for  manufacturing  purposes  only  at  a loss  to  the  producer  of  6d 
per  gallon  below  the  Pool  price. 

By  this  policy  the  sale  to  the  general  public  of  milk  from  cows  which 
have  passed  the  tuberculin  test  is  assured,  and  now  that  this  enviable 
position  has  been  reached  there  will  no  doubt  be  renewed  suggestions 
that  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  is  no  longer  a completely  necessary  safe- 
guard. 

One  of  the  most  cogent  arguments  likely  to  be  put  forward  by  the 
opponents  of  pasteurisation  is  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  people 
should  be  drinking  a pure  rather  than  a sophisticated  milk  and,  in 
support  of  this,  they  will  point  to  the  steps  being  taken  to  reduce  the 
sophistication  of  foodstuffs  generally. 

In  my  opinion,  however,  the  counter  arguments  of  the  supporters  of 
pasteurisation  cannot  be  ignored.  These  include — 

(1)  that  pasteurisation  ensures  a better  keeping  quality; 

(2)  that  pasteurisation  temperatures  destroy  pathogenic  organisms 
other  than  tubercle  bacillus,  including  more  particularly 
Brucella  Abortus  which  causes  Undulent  Fever  in  humans. 

Locally,  i960  saw  every  milk  producer  in  the  county  in  possession  of 
a designated  licence. 

The  next  step  forward  by  the  industry  in  this  area  may  be  the  bulk 
storage  and  collection  of  milk.  This  new  system  is  already  well  estab- 
lished in  other  parts  of  the  country  and  it  is  expected  that  some  pro- 
ducers, at  least,  in  Selkirkshire  will  be  making  enquiries  about  the 
Milk  Marketing  Board’s  scheme  in  the  near  future  if,  in  fact,  they  have 
not  already  done  so. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 
Registration  of  Dairies 

One  registration  was  discontinued  in  course  of  the  year,  and  this  had 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of  registered  producers,  at  31st 
December,  i960,  to  17. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951 

Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  (Producers  and  Heat  Treat- 
ment) 

The  action  taken  during  the  year  in  terms  of  Parts  II,  III  and  IV  of 
the  above  Regulations  is  summarised  in  the  following  table.  The  table 
also  includes  details  of  the  number  of  designated  licences  held  at  31st 
December,  i960. 


Designation 

Licences 
held  at 
3I/I2/59 

New 
Licences 
granted 
in  1960 

Licences 

sus- 

pended 

Licences 

revoked 

No.  of 
Licences 
dis- 
continued 
for  other 
reasons 

Licences 
held  at 
end  of 
year 

Certified  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

17 

I 

— 

— 

I 

17 

Pasteurised 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Sterilised  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  (Dealers) 

A licence  was  issued  to  a Dealer  authorising  him  to  use  the  special 
designation  “Pasteurised”  in  relation  to  milk  retailed  by  him. 


Inspection  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises,  Etc. 

1.  Designated  Premises 

The  great  majority  of  designated  dairy  farms  in  this  area  are  con- 
structed and  equipped  to  a higher  standard  than  is  demanded  by  the 
dairy  byelaws. 

All  the  dairies  were  visited  at  regular  intervals  until  the  final  weeks  of 
the  year  when  visits  were  not  made  during  the  severe  outbreak  of  foot 
and  mouth  disease  which  affected  a large  area  of  the  country  but,  hap- 
pily, not  Selkirkshire.  During  these  visits  no  contravention  of  existing 
legislation  was  noted. 

Maintenance  of  byres,  milkrooms  and  dairy  sculleries  is,  on  the  whole, 
good. 

The  inevitable  repairs  and  redccoration  will,  however,  require  to  be 
undertaken  at  one  or  two  farms. 
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2.  Non-Designated  Premises 

There  are  no  non-designated  premises  in  the  county. 


3.  Pasteurising  Depots 

The  single  pasteurising  depot  was  inspected  on  the  same  basis  as 
during  the  past  few  years  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  regular 
monthly  inspections  have  contributed  to  the  generally  high  standards 
which  have  been  maintained. 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  afforded  by  the  manager  and  his 
staff  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 


4.  Milk  Shops 

The  new  bottling  and  storage  premises,  referred  to  in  last  year’s 
report,  were  inspected  on  the  same  basis  as  the  pasteurising  depot  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  on  no  occasion  was  the  business  of 
dairying  found  to  be  carried  on  therein  except  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner. 

The  fullest  co-operation  was  afforded  the  department  during  the 
inspections  which  without  exception,  were  undertaken  in  an  atmosphere 
of  goodwill. 


5.  “Milk-in-Schools”  Scheme 

It  can  be  reported  that  the  above  scheme  worked  extremely  satis- 
factorily during  i960  and  this,  it  is  suggested,  reflects  creditably  on  the 
contractors  who,  on  the  whole,  carried  out  an  extremely  difficult  job 
with  efficiency  and  care. 

When  one  pauses  to  consider  the  thousands  of  J-pint  bottles  which 
are  cleansed  and  filled  with  milk  daily  throughout  the  year  the  oc- 
casional lapse  on  the  part  of  the  contractor’s  employee,  whilst  it  cannot 
be  condoned,  may  nevertheless  be  understood. 


6.  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

No  notifications  in  terms  of  the  above  Scheme  were  received 
during  the  year  and  this  is  to  the  credit  of  those  producers  whose 
milk  is  dispatched  to  the  creameries,  both  in  this  county  and 
adjoining  counties  where  the  Milk  Testing  Scheme  is  in  operation, 
for  pasteurisation. 


Milk  Sampling 

(1)  Chemical  Analysis 

4 formal  and  55  informal  samples  were  taken.  Details  of  the  samples 
are  given  in  the  following  table  which  also  includes,  for  comparison, 
details  of  samples  taken  in  1958  and  1959. 
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Samples  taken 

1958 

64 

1959 

80 

i960 

59 

Number  “Genuine” 

63 

74 

57 

Number  “Non-Genuine” 

1 

6 

2 

Average  Fat  per  cent 

3-56 

3'47 

361 

Average  S.N.F.  per  cent 

8.77 

8 69 

871 

Fat  Content 

Number  of  Samples 
1958  1959  i960 

5% 

— 

1 

— 

4-5% 

6 

15 

11 

375-4% 

15 

16 

8 

3-5-375% 

19 

21 

15 

3-3-5% 

23 

24 

25 

(2)  Bacteriological  Examination 

Designated  Milk  Samples  taken  at  Producers’  Premises 

Apart  from  the  last  four  weeks  of  the  year  when  visits  to  farms  were 
stopped,  for  reasons  already  stated,  sampling  was  undertaken  by  the 
Joint  Milk  Officer  on  the  same  basis,  more  or  less,  as  for  previous  years. 

The  following  table  gives  full  details  of  samples  taken  as  well  as 
summarising  the  number  and  percentages  of  samples  failing  to  comply 
with  the  statutory  requirements.  It  also  gives  the  number  of  producers 
with  failing  samples. 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples 

No.  of  Producers  with 

Taken 

Failing 

°/ 

/o 

Failing 

No 

Failures 

One 

Failure 

Two 

Failures 

Three 

Failures 

Four 
or  more 
Failures 

Certified 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

)-) 

Tuberculin  Tested 

96 

21 

219 

6 

4 

4 

3 

— 

(65) 

(i5) 

(23  0) 

(8) 

(4) 

(4) 

(1) 

(— ) 

Tuberculin 


Certified  Tested 

Average  number  of  samples  taken  per  pro- 

— 5-6 

ducer 

(-)  (3-8) 

Number  of  producers  having  3 or  more  con- 

Nil 

secutive  failures 

Note — Figures  in  parentheses  are  for  1959- 
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A comparison  of  this  year’s  figures  with  last  year’s  shows  that  31 
more  samples  of  “T.T.”  milk  were  taken.  This  represents  a percentage 
increase  of  32%. 

The  number  of  samples  failing,  on  the  other  hand,  was  21  compared 
with  15  in  1959  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  this  represents  a per- 
centage increase  of  29%.  In  other  words,  the  percentage  of  failures 
increased  almost  proportionately  with  the  number  of  samples  taken. 

This  means,  as  I may  have  said  in  a previous  report,  that,  although 
all  the  producers  in  the  area  are  fully  conversant  with  the  principles  of 
hygienic  milk  production — this  is  confirmed  by  the  number  of  pro- 
ducers having  either  a “clean  sheet”  or  only  one  failure — a number  of 
producers  are  not  prepared  to  ensure  that  these  principles  are  applied 
on  every  milking  day  throughout  the  year. 

(3)  Pasteurised  Milk 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  samples  of  pasteur- 
ised milk  taken  during  the  7 years  1954-60.  It  also  gives  the  number 
and  percentages  failing  to  pass  the  statutory  tests. 


Year 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

No.  of 
Samples 
failing 

%of 

Samples 

failing 

1954 

25 

1 

4 

1955 

18 

4 

22 

1956 

25 

1 

4 

1957 

25 

1 

4 

1958 

25 

— 

— 

1959 

25 

— 

— 

i960 

25 

— 

— 

I suggest  the  fact  that,  for  the  third  successive  year,  no  sample  failures 
were  recorded,  reflects  most  creditably  on  the  manager  of  the  creamery 
and  his  staff. 

(4)  School  Milk 

For  the  third  successive  year,  also,  no  sample  failures  for  schools 
milk  were  reported  and  this  too,  it  is  suggested,  is  a most  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs. 

25  samples  were  taken  in  1958,  1959  and  i960  respectively. 

(5)  Biological  Testing  of  Milk  for  Myco  Tuberculosis 

These  tests  have  not  been  carried  out  as  a matter  of  routine  since  1958. 

Milk  Testing — General 

The  continued  support  and  co-operation  of  the  staff  of  the  Edinburgh 
and  East  of  Scotland  College  of  Agriculture  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 
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ICE  CREAM 


New  Legislation 

After  consulting  with  local  authority  associations  and  other  interested 
bodies  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  Section  4 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Scotland)  Act,  1956,  made  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Amendment 
Regulations. 

These  Regulations,  which  came  into  operation  on  23rd  November 
amend  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948  by — 

(a)  permitting  an  additional  method  of  pasteurisation  and  a method 
of  sterilisation; 

(b)  exempting  from  die  normal  requirement  to  maintain  the  mixture 
at  a low  temperature  an  ice  cream  mixture  which,  after  sterilisa- 
tion, is  put  into  sterile  air-tight  containers  under  sterile  con- 
ditions; 

(c)  making  it  clear  that  water  ices  (“iced  lollies”)  of  high  acidity 
need  not  be  subjected  to  heat  treatment. 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948 

Registration  of  Premises  and  Vehicles 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  action  taken  in  terms  of  the  above 


Regulations. 

It  also  summarises  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Premises  Vehicles 

Total  number  in  force  on  31st  Dec.,  1959  6 3 


Number  granted  during  year  2 1 

Number  cancelled  during  year  2 

Number  discontinued  during  year  for  other 

reasons  

Total  number  in  force  on  31st  December, 

i960  6 4 


Inspection  of  Premises  and  Vehicles 

As  a matter  of  policy  all  manufacturing  premises  were  visited  on  a 
fortnightly  basis  during  the  principal  ice  cream  consuming  months  ( i.e .) 
from  May  until  September.  For  the  remainder  of  the  year  they  were 
visited  as  and  when  other  duties  permitted  but  not  less  frequently  than 
once  per  month. 

The  visits,  which  appeared  to  be  welcomed  by  the  manufacturers  who 
were  most  co-operative  and  gave  all  necessary  assistance  throughout, 
showed  that  conditions,  generally,  were  conducive  to  the  hygienic 
production  of  ice  cream. 

Again,  however,  there  were  odd  lapses  on  the  part  of  some  manu- 
facturers, the  results  of  which  may  be  seen  in  a subsequent  paragraph 
which  deals  with  sampling. 
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Ice  Cream  Sampling 

(i)  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis 

8 samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  with 
the  following  results — 


Sample 

No. 

Fat  Content 

Result 

1 

9 '4% 

Genuine 

2 

97% 

55 

3 

7’0% 

55 

4 

5'6% 

55 

5 

6-o% 

55 

6 

6-2% 

55 

7 

67% 

55 

8 

5'i% 

55 

Average  Fat  Content =6  9% 


(2)  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 

In  November  the  former  provisional  bacteriological  standard  was 
replaced  with  a new  standard  which,  it  was  considered,  would  more 
accurately  reflect  the  hygienic  methods  of  the  food  trader. 

The  new  provisional  standard  suggests  there  should  be  not  more  than 
50,000  organisms  per  gram  and  no  coliform  bacteria  in  one-hundredth 
of  a gram. 


15  samples  were  taken  and  the  following  table  gives  details — 


TJ 

V 

No.  of  Samples  with  Counts  of 

No.  of  Samples 

Fai 

ling 

■q, 

00 

co 

<L> 

a 

u 

X 

W 

CO 

0 

'E 

O 

8 

*"» 

M 

O 

*-» 

,001  to 
0,000 

O 

+-» 

w O 
O O 
O O 
O »o 

O 

w O 
O O 
O O 
« »> 
VO  0 

O 

W O 
^ 0 
8 0 

0 
0 0 

,c 

i S 

<£  0 

23  O 
O « 

oth  Count 
and 

oliform 

Test 

H 

C/D 

O 

M *-< 

M N 

<N  co 

m 

M 

m 0 

5 

15 

67% 

II 

73'3% 

6-7% 

1 

— 

33'3% 

— 

Samples  failing  Coliform  Test 

2 samples  failed  this  test  and  the  reason  was  found  to  be  that  the 
aluminium  cans  in  which  the  ice  cream  was  stored  during  ageing  had 
been  improperly  cleaned  and  milk  stone  deposit  was  evident  on  the 
internal  surfaces. 
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i sample  prepared  from  a cold  mix  failed  the  coliform  test  and  in- 
vestigation revealed  that  the  stainless  steel  pails  used  for  mixing  the 
ice  cream  had  not  been  properly  cleaned. 

The  cause  of  failure  in  the  fourth  sample  was  attributed  to  careless 
handling,  and  an  inspection  of  the  plant  from  which  the  final  failing 
sample  was  taken  revealed  that  the  agitator  was  not  clean  and  was 
covered  with  a milk  stone  deposit. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  or  public  abattoirs  in  the  land- 
ward area. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Scotland)  Acts,  1928-54 

Applications  for  Slaughterers’  Licences 

No  applications  were  received  for  licences  in  terms  of  the  above 
Act. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1954-58 

In  the  course  of  daily  visits  to  the  public  abattoir  in  the  Burgh  of 
Galashiels  no  contravention  of  the  terms  of  the  above  Regulations  was 
noted. 

Meat  Inspection 

Meat  inspection  duties,  within  normal  working  hours,  were  carried 
out  on  the  same  basis  as  last  year. 

Overtime  duties  were  carried  out  until  May  when  instructions  were 
given  for  the  practice  to  cease. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  different  classes  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  Galashiels  during  the  year. 

The  weights  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  are  also  given,  as  are  the 
principal  diseases  causing  the  condemnations. 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight 
(in  lbs.) 
of  condemned 
Meat  and 
Offals 

Slaughtered 

Condemned 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Cattle  

1.505 

3 

2 

Sheep  

4,241 

64 

37 

Pigs  

759 

2 

44 

5,296 

Calves 

59 

5 

57 


Principal  Diseases  causing  Condemnation 


Actinobacillosis 

Actinomycosis 

Arthritis 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides 


Abscesses 


Distomatosis 

Emaciation 

Fibroma 


Bruising 

Cirrhosis 


Oedema 

Pericarditis 

Pleurisy 

Pneumonia 

Pyaemia 

Septicaemia 

Toxaemia 

Traumatic  Injury 

Tuberculosis 

Uraemia 


Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

The  number  of  licences  issued  in  terms  of  the  above  Order  remained 
at  2. 

The  premises  in  which  the  plants  are  operated  were  each  visited  on 
more  than  one  occasion  during  the  year  and  at  the  times  of  these  visits 
no  contravention  of  the  terms  of  the  Order  was  noted. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938 

Intimation  was  received  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer, 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland,  to  the  effect  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  a number  of  reported  outbreaks  of  Anthrax  were 
investigated.  None,  however,  was  subsequently  confirmed. 


Infectious  Diseases 

The  department  was  not  required  to  investigate  any  reported  case  of 
infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  landward  area. 

Burial  Grounds 

No  complaints  were  received  in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  the  various 
cemeteries  and  burial  grounds  were  conducted. 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897 
Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  landward  area. 


PART  V— ENVIRONMENTAL  SANITATION 
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Nuisances 

With  regard  to  the  complaint  referred  to  in  some  detail  in  last  year’s 
report,  a thorough  investigation  of  the  individual  drainage  systems 
serving  a number  of  houses  in  the  area  revealed  that  sewage  and  waste 
water  from  one  house  was  not,  in  fact,  receiving  any  treatment  whatso- 
ever. 

Steps  were,  accordingly  taken  to  construct  a septic  tank  for  this  house 
with  a new  outfall  drain  and  when  these  works  were  completed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  this  department  the  nuisance  abated. 

A number  of  other  complaints  were  investigated  and,  finally,  abated. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Duties  of  Rat  Catcher 

As  stated  in  the  general  introduction  to  this  report  the  routine  survey 
of  farms  was  suspended  during  the  severe  and  extensive  outbreak  of 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  which  affected  a number  of  counties  during 
the  final  weeks  of  the  year. 

It  is  evident,  however,  from  a review  of  the  duties  undertaken  by  the 
rat  catcher  in  both  Selkirkshire  and  Roxburghshire  during  the  past 
year  that  he  was  otherwise  fully  and  usefully  employed  on  property 
and  farm  surveys,  on  routine  inspections  of  refuse  depots,  slaughter- 
houses and  other  areas  specially  liable  to  rodent  infestation,  and  in 
treating  known  infestations. 


Administration  of  Act 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  statement  which  is  required  to  be 
forwarded  annually  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland — 


1.  Staff  employed  in  carrying  out  Local  Authority  functions 
under  the  Act 


(a)  Administrative 

(b)  Survey 


One  part-time  operative  supervised  by  mem- 
ber of  County  Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff. 


(c)  Operational — The  rat  catcher  is  jointly  employed  by  the  Counties 
of  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk  and  is  available  for 
survey  and  rat  destruction  work  as  required. 


2.  Measures  taken  for  the  Discovery,  Prevention  and  Control  of 
Rats  and  Mice 

Periodical  survey  of  premises  is  undertaken  and  advice  given  as  to 
method  of  control  and  eradication  of  vermin. 

Special  inspections  are  made  on  request  or  as  a result  of  reports 
received. 
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Inspection  of  food  premises  is  carried  out  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  and  particular  attention  is  paid  to  ascer- 
tain whether  premises  are  infested,  ratproofed,  etc. 

3.  Measures  taken  regarding  properties  specially  liable  to 

infestation 

Special  attention  is  given  to  refuse  dumps  and  other  premises  known 
to  attract  rats. 

4.  Action  (if  any)  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951 

Nil. 

5.  General 
Nil. 

See  table  on  p.  61 

Survey  of  Grain  Stacks  1960-61  and  1961-62 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Rodent  Control  Branch  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  invited  local  authorities  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  carrying  out  a survey  of  a selected  number  of  grain  stacks. 

Following  a discussion  with  the  Department’s  representative  it  was 
agreed,  for  the  purpose  of  the  survey,  that  the  Counties  of  Roxburgh 
and  Selkirk  should  comprise  a single  administrative  area  and  first 
reports,  relating  to  25  stacks,  were  collated  and  passed  to  the  Depart- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  thrashing  season. 

Further  reports  will  be  passed  on  the  same  stacks  at  the  end  of  next 
year’s  thrashing  season. 

Charge  for  Services  of  Rat  Catcher 

The  charge  for  the  services  of  the  rat  catcher  remained  at  9/8  per 
hour  inclusive  of  travelling  time  to  and  from  Newtown  St  Boswells. 


PART  VI— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  Smoke  Control  Area  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  (Scotland) 
Order,  1959 

The  above  Order  which  came  into  operation  in  January,  exempts 
from  the  smoke  control  area  provisions  of  Section  11  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956,  furnaces  installed  on  or  after  31st  December,  1956,  which 
are  equipped  with  a mechanical  stoker  and  do  not  bum  pulverised  fuel. 

Exemption  is  conditional  on  the  furnace  installed  being  so  main- 
tained and  operated  as  to  minimise  the  emission  of  smoke  and  on  the 
use  of  only  fuels  for  which  the  mechanical  stoker  is  designed. 
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Type  of  Property 


Total 

r-  t"" 

m 

N 

5 

N 

M 

2 

12 

Tf 

M 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

Agri- 

cultural 

Properties 

I 

29 

O 

m 

00 

m r- 

00 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

Business 

or 

Industrial 

Premises 

N 

00 

M 

vo 

00 

M 

N 

►H  *-t 

N 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

Dwelling 

Houses 

N 

00 

n 

1 * 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

'lumber  of  properties  inspected  by  the  L.A.  during 
i960: — 

(a)  As  a result  of  notification 

(b)  Otherwise  ... 

Total 

'lumber  of  above  properties  found  to  be  infested 
by  rats  or  mice  ... 

'lumber  of  above  infested  properties  satisfactorily 
cleared: — 

(a)  By  the  L.A. 

(b)  Otherwise  ... 

Total 

'lumber  of  Notices  served  under  Sect.  4: — 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Works 

Total 

'lumber  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was  taken 
by  L.A.  following  issue  of  Notice  under  Sect.  4 

slumber  of  Notices  issued  under  Sect.  6(2) 

6l 


There  was  again  no  major  smoke  control  problems  in  the  landward 
area  and  no  contraventions  of  Section  i of  the  Act,  which  prohibits 
the  emission  of  dark  smoke  beyond  a specific  period,  were  noted. 


PART  VII — WORK  PREMISES 
Factories  Act,  1937-59 

Section  9 of  the  Factories  Act,  1959,  which  as  stated  in  the 
introduction  to  this  report  came  into  operation  on  1st  December, 
provides  that  the  duties  under  Section  34  of  the  1937  Act  (relating 
to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire)  will,  in  future,  be  exercisable  by  fire 
authorities. 

Hitherto,  the  issue  of  certificates  relating  to  the  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire  in  factories  employing  more  than  20  persons  was  the  duty  of 
local  authorities,  a duty,  which  in  this  area,  could  not  have  been 
undertaken  without  the  full  and  ready  co-operation  of  the  Firemaster, 
South-Eastern  Fire  Brigade,  whose  help  is  most  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged. 


Particulars  required  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  which  is  required  to  be  for- 
warded to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  on  the  administration  of  matters 
under  Parts  I and  VIII  of  the  above  Act — 


Part  I 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspect- 

ions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

9 

9 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

9 

9 

— 

— * 

02 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found — 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness — S.i 







T 



Overcrowding — S.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature — S.3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation — S.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors — S.6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  Conveniences — S.7 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separated  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII — OUTWORK 
(Sections  no  and  in) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out-workers 
in  Aug.  list  required 
by  Section  no  (1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases  of 
default  in  sending 
lists  to  the  Council 

No.  of  prosecutions 
for  failure  to  supply 
lists 

No.  of  instances  of 
work  in  unwhole- 
some premises 

Notices  served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc.... 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

PART  VIII— MISCELLANEOUS 
i.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 
The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  i960 

The  above  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  con- 
solidating, with  certain  amendments,  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 
Regulations  of  1955  and  the  amending  Regulations  of  1956. 
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Very  briefly,  the  Regulations  prescribe  the  manner  of  marking  parcels 
of  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  intended  for  sale  and  the  forms  of  re- 
gister to  be  maintained  by  certain  persons  dealing  with  these  products. 

The  Sixth  Schedule  describes  in  detail  the  manner  in  which  samples 
are  to  be  taken  for  analysis,  whilst  the  Ninth  Schedule  sets  out  the 
limits  of  variation,  or  permitted  tolerances,  in  the  particulars  given  by 
a seller  of  the  amounts  of  the  ingredients  of  a fertiliser  or  feeding  stuff. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  public  analyst 
for  analysis — 


Fertilisers  (Informal) — 

Dried  Blood  i 

Turnip  Manure  i 

Potato  Manure  i 

Superphosphates  i 

i o-Day  Fertiliser  i 


Feeding  Stuffs  (Informal) 

Layers’  Mash 
Sow  and  Weaner  Meal 
Pig  Fattening  Meal 

3 

All  8 samples  complied  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

The  Warble  Fly  (Dressing  of  Cattle)  (Scotland)  Amendment 
Order,  i960 

The  above  Order,  which  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
varies  the  Warble  Fly  (Dressing  of  Cattle)  Order  of  1948. 

The  Order  which  hitherto  applied  to  visible  infestation  by  Warble 
Fly  is  now  extended  to  infestation  discoverable  by  touch.  It  also 
varies  the  specifications  of  the  dressing  which  it  requires  to  be  applied  to 
infested  cattle. 


5 

i 

1 

1 
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